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CLAS 2233 NT: Scientific Terminology

Course information

Course Overview

Scientific Terminology explores the ancient Greek and Latin origins of modern technical scientific vocabulary. It examines the basic meanings
of the modern terms, how these words came to be created, and the rules which govern the formation of new terms. With an emphasis on
scientific literacy, this course also aims to build skills that will facilitate future study in areas of particular interest to you.

Although this course is primarily directed at students in the life sciences, it is designed to be of use to anyone with an interest in how
languages work. No previous experience of Greek or Latin, or of anatomy or physiology is required: only vocabulary assigned in the course is
tested. 

This course has two learning objectives:

1. To gain an understanding of the components of scientific terminology (i.e. how it's made).

2. To acquire basic scientific literacy (i.e. how it works).

Syllabus

Module Topic and Readings (BT = Bioscientific Terminology) Deliverables
Introduction Course Overview (None)
Module 1 Greek prefixes.  

Read BT chs 1-3.  
Vocabulary to Learn: Greek prefixes in each chapter.

Module 1 quiz.  
Module 1
assignment.

Module 2 Greek suffixes.  
Read BT chs 4-6.  
Vocabulary: adjective-forming and compound suffixes in each chapter.

Module 2 quiz.  
Module 2
assignment.

Module 3 Greek suffixes, part 2 + Greek plurals.  
Read BT chs 7-13.  
Vocabulary: noun-forming, diminutive, and verb-forming suffixes in chs 7-12; plural endings in ch. 13.

Module 3 quiz.  
Module 3
assignment.

Module 4 Latin prefixes.  
Read BT chs 21-23.  
Vocabulary: prefixes in each chapter.

Module 4 quiz.  
Module 4
assignment.

Module 5 Latin suffixes, part 1.  
Read BT chs 24-29.  
Vocabulary: suffixes for resemblance/relevance and ability/capacity in chs pp. 24-28; diminutive suffixes
in ch. 29.

Module 5 quiz.  
Module 5
assignment.

Module 6 Latin suffixes, part 2.  
Read BT chs 30-34.  
Vocabulary: suffixes for function/quality and action/means/result in chs 30-33; verb-forming suffixes in
ch. 34.

Module 6 quiz.  
Module 6
assignment.

Module 7 Intro to Greek and Latin bases: numbers, quantity, and quality.  
Review BT ch. 1 “Introduction to Greek bases and prefixes” and ch. 21 “Introduction to Latin bases and
prefixes”. 
Vocabulary: list on ACORN.

Module 7 quiz.  
Module 7
assignment.

Module 8 Bases, part 2: parts of the body.  
Read BT chs 15-18 lesson portions only.  
Vocabulary: list on ACORN.

Module 8 quiz.  
Module 8
assignment.

Module 9 Bases, part 3: medical terminology.  
Read BT ch. 19 “Diseases named from symptoms”. 
Vocabulary: list on ACORN.

Module 9 quiz.  
Module 9
assignment.
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Module 10 Bases, part 4: animals.  
Read BT ch. 14 “Scientific terms from mythology”.  
Vocabulary: list on ACORN.

Module 10 quiz.  
Module 10
assignment.

Module 11 Bases, part 5: plants and the environment.  
(No BT reading).  
Vocabulary: list on ACORN.

Module 11 quiz.  
Module 11
assignment.

Instructor

Katherine Liong is a proud Acadia alumna and has fond memories of Acadia Classics Society hijinks. She received a PhD in Classics from
Edinburgh University, and has taught seminars and courses in the UK and Canada, including most recently at the University of New Brunswick,
where she is a contract instructor. Notwithstanding her committment to classics and the humanities, she originally planned to be a medical
doctor and remains interested in medical matters. In addition to her primary research on the political history of the late Roman Republic, she is
also working on the use of medical metaphor in Latin oratory.  

Dr. Katherine A. Liong

Contact Information:  
E-mail: katherine.liong@acadiau.ca

Course Materials

Required textbook: Donald Ayers. Bioscientific Terminology. Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1972.  ISBN: 9780816503056. 

See the student handbook for ordering information.

To access Library Articles and Journals from off-campus use VPN web service link for direct access.

Evaluation

Quizzes (best 10 out of 11, at 1% each) 10%
Assignments (best 10 out of 11, at 5% each) 50%
Project 20%
Exam 20%

Grade Scale
Letter Grade % Range   
A+ 94-100%
A 87-93%
A- 80-86%
B+ 77-79%
B 73-76%
B- 70-72%
C+ 67-69%
C 63-66%
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Letter Grade % Range   
C- 60-62%
D+ 57-59%
D 53-56%
D- 50-52%
F 0-49%

The assignments are to be submitted via assignment drop-boxes. Files must be readable by Word (e.g. .doc, .docx, .rtf, .odf) or be in .pdf
format. Please remember to put your name, student number, course number, and assignment number on the assignment, and to keep a copy
in case the original file is lost or corrupted during uploading.

The final assignment and course project should be received at least four weeks prior to the date you wish to write the exam. This will allow
adequate processing time for the request, and for setting the exam.

Passing the exam is a requirement for passing this course.

Course Schedule

Click to download the suggested schedule for this course: CLAS 2233 NT - Suggested Schedule

Print out this schedule and fill in your start date to use the recommended timeline to plan out when you will do readings and assignments.
This is a tool to help you plan and time manage this course. If you get off-track, make sure to revisit your schedule and re-evaluate the dates
you've set for yourself. 

You have six months to complete this course. You may set your own schedule, but if you intend to complete the course in less than three
months, you should let the instructor know so that a schedule can be arranged.

Please do not leave all of your course work until a few weeks before your completion date. Although every effort, within reason, will be made
to accommodate your schedule, it does take time to grade assignments and mark exams.

Recommended Schedule

You should aim to complete two or three modules each month.  At a uniform pace, this averages out to one module every week-and-a-half to
two weeks and will allow you to complete the course within as little as four months.

Language learning thrives with regular study and review. Even if you are already familiar with scientific terminology, pacing your progress will
benefit vocabulary acquisition and give you a considerable advantage for the summative assessment in this course (assignments, project, final
exam).

Exam

How to apply: Complete the Application for Examination (https://openacadiaexams.acadiau.ca)  

Proctored at Acadia  

• The final exam in an online course must be passed to successfully pass the course unless otherwise stated in the assessment section of the course 
syllabus. There are no rewrites or supplemental examinations at Acadia University.  
• Examination requests must be received one month prior to the date you wish to write your examination.  
• Course requirements must be completed to the satisfaction of your instructor.  
• Graduating Students Note: If you are graduating in Spring Convocation you must write by April 15th. If you are graduating in the Fall you must 
write by September 15th.  

Proctored at Another Location  

If it isn't practical to take your exam at Acadia, off-campus exams can be written at another university or college. Arrangements for an examination 
may be made through the Registrar's Office or the Continuing Education office of most universities and colleges. If it is not possible to write your 
exam at an approved institution, please contact us for assistance.  

• All fees associated with examinations written at other locations are your responsibility.  
• Some courses may require specific software or internet accessibility at the off-campus examination location.

Student Handbook

You are responsible for becoming familiar with the contents of the Student Handbook. It contains important information about scheduling 
examinations (if applicable), applying for extensions, withdrawing from your course, ordering books, and computer and library services available to 
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you. If you have questions about the policies outlined in the handbook (https://courseware.acadiau.ca/openacadia/studenthandbook.html), contact:

Open Acadia 
• 21 University Avenue (Rhodes Hall)  
• Wolfville, NS B4P 2R6  
• Phone: 1-800-565-6568  
• Fax: 1-902-585-1068  
• Email: openacadia@acadiau.ca

Academic Integrity

Academic integrity demands responsible use of the work of other scholars. It is compromised by academic dishonesty such as cheating and 
plagiarism. A student who is uncertain whether or not a course of action might constitute cheating or plagiarism should seek in advance the 
advice of the instructor involved. 

• Cheating is copying or the use of unauthorized aids or the intentional falsification or invention of information in any academic exercise 

• Plagiarism is the act of presenting the ideas or words of another as one's own. Students are required to acknowledge and document the 
sources of ideas that they use in their written work. 

• Self plagiarism is also a form of plagiarism. It is the presentation of the same work in more than one course without the permission of the 
instructors involved. 

• A student who knowingly helps another to commit an act of academic dishonesty is equally guilty. 

• Penalties are levied in relation to the degree of the relevant infraction. They range from requiring the student to re-do the piece of work, 
through failure on that piece of work, to failure in the course, and to dismissal from the university.

Click here to return to the Module

Jump to... CLAS 2233 NT Suggested Schedule ►
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